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Pig breeding industry
concentration

= very few commercial breeds provide
more than one third of global pig

supply

FAO Spotlignht Sept 06
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Pig hybridization

= Male lines carry traits like feed
efficiency and growth (e.g. Pietrain)

= Female lines carry traits like litter size
(e.g. Landrace, Large White)

= Crossbhreds will lose hybridization
effect in the next generation
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Pig breeding in Europe

= Europe: partly associations or
cooperative companies, partly private
companies.

International breeding companies are
Increasing their market share

66% of the mothers of European
fattening pigs are crosses of the ‘Large
White’ and ‘Landrace’ breeds
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Vertical integration
of product line

= from genetics to pork products in some
European countries

= contract farming increases

= In Germany, meat enterprises buy sows
for slaughter — for how long?

= USA: Smithfield just merged with
Premium Standard Farms to produce
25% of US pigs/pork products
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breeding/*“genetics*

= China is by far the largest hog producer
GRS Y

More concentration of pig
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Smallholder pig farmers in
developing countries

= Some use commercial breeds
= Some give up

= Globalization is much faster than the
European or US concentration process,
e.g. Vietnam -
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Cattle breeding industry
structure
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high performance bulls, up to one million
offspring
cows for reproduction stay with dairy

farmers - every farmer can breed,
competition to sell bovine semen for Al

Nucleus herds in breeding companies and
associations, evaluation technology
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