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Agriculture in Switzerland

Alps

Jura

lowlands

Facts and Figures

Total Area 41‘000 km2

� 2/3 mountain area

� ¼ usable farm land

mainly pastures and

meadows (about 68%)
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Swiss agriculture – more facts

• Farms:  64‘000 (70 % full-time farmers)

55 % on hill and mountain side

Average farm size: 18 ha

• Farm labour: 3.5 % of total population

• Predominant production: milk and meat
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State of AnGR

• Importance of animal breeding

• Diverse Production Systems

• Large variety of breeds

• Biodiversity (90 breeds of horses, cattle, swines,

sheep and goats)

• 25 breeds are original Swiss breeds
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Alpaufzug

Cow fighting
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Conservation of AnGR

• NGO Pro Specie Rara since 1982

• National Plan of Action since 1999

• 30 maintenance projects of AnGR (in situ/ex situ)

• Financial support by government
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Organizational Aspects on the ITC

• Congress Agenda

• Field Trips

• Exhibition „Farm animals, alimentation and culture

• Animal Show

• Exposition „alimentation and culture“



9Perspectives on the Interlaken Conference

Karin Wohlfender, Federal Office for Agriculture



10Perspectives on the Interlaken Conference
Karin Wohlfender, Federal Office for Agriculture


