Voice of Pastoralists for Renewal of Traditional Forest Grazing Rights

on 15th August 2006
Government policies related to natural resource management have adversely affected pastoral communities. Embodiments of cultural diversity themselves, pastoral communities are maintaining livestock diversity which copes with different environment conditions. For many centuries they enjoyed grazing rights in natural grasslands and forest areas and engaged in mobile livestock rearing which is congenial to sustainable management of natural resources. However, today they feel alienated and unable to play an active role in conservation of biodiversity. Without understanding their indigenous knowledge and ecological way of living, their traditional rights are denied and they have to undergo humiliation or harassment. This is compelling them to abandon their traditional life style leading to a loss of the breeds they maintain.
India’s indigenous pastoral communities, such as Raika and Gujjar in Rajasthan, Maldhari in Gujarat, Gaddi in Himachal, Van Gujjar in Uttaranchal, Toda and Konar of Tamil Nadu, are guardians of native animal breeds (camels, Kankrej cattle, Gir cattle, Nari cattle, Malaimadu cattle, Neeli Ravi buffalo, Kachakatti black sheep, Pulikkulam cattle, Toda buffalo, etc). 

 As a signatory to the Convention on Biological Diversity, India has enacted the Biological Diversity Act 2002 but it is still not recognizing the role of pastoralists as in-situ conservers of animal breeds as expected under Section 36 of the Act.
The draft National Policy for Farmers (April 2006) circulated by Ministry of Agriculture has emphasized securing pastoralists forest grazing rights (Section 4.8.4) including those areas which are declared as Joint Forest Management, Wildlife Sanctuaries and National Parks. The Joint Parliamentary Committee for examining the Scheduled Tribes (Recognition of Forest Rights) Bill 2005 tabled in Parliament has also underscored the forest grazing rights of nomadic and settled pastoralist communities (Chapter II Section 3-d).
To end humiliation and harassment, and for securing our traditional rights of access to grazing sites and animal drinking water sources, we demand:
Restore our Grazing Rights to Save Animal Diversity

Let Independence Day bring us freedom to practice our knowledge, lifestyle of mobile animal rearing which is valuable for sustaining livestock biodiversity.
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